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tion in the Text, is known to ſigniſie, not 
| only our Moral Behaviour, or Conduct of 
Life, in which ſence it is apparently 


hes 3 in the Firſt Chapter of this Epiſtle ; Lee your 
| Converſation be as — the Goſpel of Chriſt; but 


alſo a State and Condition of Life, with certain 
Privileges and Obligations, as we are Incorporated 
into ſome City or Nation, a Citizenſhip, a Political 
Relation, wherein we ſtand. And this laſt ſence has 
always been judg'd by the beſt Interpreters, ptinci- 


pally. to belong to this place. Our Citizenſhip, 


that is, the great Subject of our Converſation, the 
Social Relation and Political Concern whereby it is 


Sovern'd, is in Heaven, the City or Country above; 


this meaning not excluding, but rather inferring and 
implying that other "uſual | one, of a ſuitable De- 


meanour, and correſpondent Canwerſ asian, in the 


common ſignification of the Engliſh word. 


c 
p 900, as s telling us uin general, and ſuitably to the 
Icope, of eo One's 1 e 


Heaven: 


— HE Ga word for tha of Converſe 
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4 Sermon. P reach'd before 


Acts 22. 28. 


"Heaven : That wWhere-ever we are diſpers'd, nd at 
\ preſent Reſide, we ſtil] belong to another Place, and 
have the Honour and Happiseg te be entituled to 
the Rights and privileges of better Country: That 
we Raden e 5 are now the immediate Subjects S of 

"np, and that hereafter we ſh 
Gad ws ay ital Seat of bis Empite, — ha 
all our preſent Diſtreſſes, and pollels d of that Glo- 


rious Happy Eſtate to Which -we are did to aſpire: 


That he therefore accounted all things here but as Loſs 


and Dung, if by any means he might attain the Reſur- 


redtion if the Dead; preſſing on towards that Mark, and 
our no vile 


looking for the Lord, who ſbould change 
. and remove it from this vile Aboad, thet it 


my be lite unto his Glorious Body, pod firred for the 


Glories of its Eternal Reſidence. - 
Ibis ſence the 
this Citizenfhip to be 
as that of Rome was, and by the leading of which 
Bt. Pari was reſeued from the Soodrging, he otherwiſe 
had ſuffer'd at Jeruſalem. ' The Freedom of it was 
highly valued, 'and the Chief Captain bad obrain'd it 
with! a great Summ. It was ſome Safeguard i in For 
Empires, * a ſure Hrotection in the Roman World; 


| as the Magrfr ates and Sergeants of this City Philipps 


Ads 16. 


were put, we know, in a grear fright, for having vio- 
lated that Frivilege in the Perſon of our Apo le. And 
to that Claim of his, ſo Univerſally allow d, and there 
ſo Remartcably vnde, now in an Epiſtle to thoſe Phi- 
lippians, he may be well thought to allude. 5 
But it may be added, That the A poſtle p probably 5 
refers not here tothat City ty, ther Miſtreſs of fo large 

part of the chen non World, 3 Honourable 


abe! | | and 


place bears well, if weunderſtind +> 
paraltell'd only with fuch a one 


and Advantageous the Freedom of it might be, but 
to the Commonwealth of 1/rael, and to the Great 
City of Jeraſalem. For however Great Rome might 
be in the eſteem of the reſt of the World, this 
Citizenſhip was much more prinꝰd hy the Fews, aud 
their Proſelytec, Jeruſalem was the City of the Great 
King, the Lord of Heaven and Harth: All that 
were Free of that, were Subject to the Lord of 
Lords, and under his peculiar Protection. The Au- 
thority of that King was juſtly founded, and of Na- 
tural Right, truly Auguſt and Unaccountable: his 
Empire really extended to the whole World; and his 
Power, when he pleas'd to exert it, was abſolutely 
irreſiſtible, as it would in ſome ſhort time actually 
prevail. Accordingly the Jews now lool d out for a 
Saviour; their Prince, the Mefiah, they expected in 
2 little while ſhould appear, reſtore the kingdom to 
Iſrael, and ſubdue all. thoſe. Nations under them, 
whether Romans or Parthians, who had Lorded 
over them, but were now to be their Tributaries 
and Slaves. He was to come from the Holy City ; 
to gather up from all quarters of the Earth the Diſ- 
pers d Holy People, both thoſe that remain d alive, 
and thoſe that were dead; and to return with them 
Triymphantly back into Jadea, to Reign together, 
with great Glory and Felicity in the Promis d Land 
This the Jews, the Citizens of the Earthly Fera/a- 
lems, expected to be accompliſh d in a little time; 
for” this they waited r ready to riſe: 


up,and go ment their Meſiab, uon ide leaſt Ru- 
S BRO wes 
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Gal. 4. 26, 


==; ET ERC. 


ever he bad; even by that his own Death, "wrought 
already a more Glorious Deliverance than they had 
imagin d. 


The Man Chriſt Jeſus was now aſcended 
up. to the Jeruſalem which is above, the Mother, the 
Metropolis of us all, hereafter to appear in Greater 
Pomp, with a more Mighty Power, to reſcue them 
from their more deadly Enemies, Sin and Death, as 


he would enſtate them in a yet unconceivable Hap- 


of Chriſt, or the Meſtah, Jeſus bis Lord; and in 
regard of the Reſarrection f the Dead, which he ſo 


cludes, — himſelf and the Phils 
Our Citixenſbip, ſays 


pineſs, and which ſhould continue hong. even nete 5 


their Thouſand Year, for Ever and Ever. 
In this view therefore, and with: reference to this 


Hope of 1/rael, I ſuppoſe St. Pas to have ſpoke the 


Sentence of the Text. He had been before abus a, 
by the boaſting Pretences of ſome of his Nation, to 
ed in the beginning of this Chapter, the little 
he ſet upon his Jewiſh Lineage a Circumciſion, | 
Learning or Privilege, in reſpect of the Kyowleage 


ardently hop'd by that to artain. Thoſe 

Earthiy Thing 5 he minded not, and therefore con- 
ippians of 
their Higher Country, and Excelling Expectations. | 
he, is in Heaven, not in a 
of Paleftine, ; and from that City of ours above, me 
alſo, no leſs than the Jews, look for the Saviour; the 
Meſſiah, the Lord Jeſus Chrift, who ſpall change our 


vile Bodies, &c. according to the working He 
is able even to ſubdue all things unto him 3/3 Not the 
Powers of chis World, but Spiritual and more 
Mighty. Not by to Death, but deſtroying 


e anne . that it 
| written, 


"bh 8055 of Tounons 


written, "Death is ſwallowed win; i@tory 0 Deah, 
= where is thy Sting ? O Grave, where is thy Victory? 

_ - "This ſeems to be the Natural Intention of St. Pa 
in theſe words, and to make up their full Sence. 
And Firft. therefore we ſhall a little conſider this 
Cuirenſbip of Ours ; where it is, what its Privileges, 
and what its Duties: Thus far 


and Converſation, the fence in which the word is or- 


dinarily taken, All which you will then pleaſe ta 


* * 
* FE #8 


I. And, Fiſt, That there was ſuch a Heavenly 
Country, to which the Faithful of this did appertain, 
is what the Writer to the Hebrews tells us the Saints 


: any. me leave to apply to the Preſent Occaſion. 885 


of old did well underftand,: They all died in Faith, Hebr. 11. 13, 


not having receiv'd the Promiſes, but having ſeen them 
afar F; and were perſuaded of them, and embrated 
them, and confeſſed that they were ; Strangers and Pil. 


grims on the Earth. For, continues the Apoſtle, 
they that . ay ſach things, dethare plainly that they ſeek” 


4 Country ; but now they deſire 4 Better, that is, 


4 Heevesl. And truly, if they had been mindful of. | 
that from mhence they came out, they might have hal 
opportunity to have return'd. For, as the  Apoſt le had 


before ſaid, Abraham the Father of | the F aithful 1 Hebr: 11. 8,9, 


ſojourn'd in tbe Land of Promiſe, as in 4 ſtrange. 
Country; dwelling in Tabernacles with the Children of 
the Promiſe ; looking for 4 City which hath Foundations, 


Wes Builder and Maker i is God. 
1 This 


— — — 


ar underſtanding the 
word Converſation, as it means our Political Relation. 
And then, Secondly, we may reflect upon the Behaviour 
to which we are obliged by this new Relation; What 
manner of Men we ought to be, and what our Life 
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—This _ City, which thaſe df old faw a. 


aſſuredly ſtand faſt, and await our comin 


2 


that diſtance obſcurely, and iata CIGAR: could 
not then enter, but by ſome very particular and 
extraordinary Favour, is now diſcoverd. and laid 
open by our Meſſies, its Great Lord: He has, by 
the Goſpel, given our Faith a clear Proſpe& ; and. 
by a great Summ, an Ineftimable Price, purchaſed 
for all that Liſt themſelves under his Banner, the 
Freedom, and Citizenſhip of it, We claim its Pri- 
vileges now, and ſhall. have Entrance into it bere- 
after, by virtue of our area as we are become. 
Sons of God, and Coheirs of the Promiſes. with our 
Redeemer. tt 

uch a City there is above, to which we belong; 
as certainly as there was a Rome to the Romans, or 
the Jews a Jeruſalem: not indeed yet ſeen by us; no 
more than either of thoſe Places might have been by 
thouſands of their Citizens ; but which is now cer- 
tainly ſubſiſting, and to Which we are continually 
arg : A City, not as Theirs, expos d to the Force 
of its Enemies; and which may be deſtroy u, to the 
diſappointment of our Arrival there; not made by. 
hands, nor to be ruin d by them; but which will 


By Baptiſm, as by a certain Out- gate of this City, 
we are now admitted into the Precincts and Iuriſ- 
diction of it. And a high Privilege it is to Chri- 


ſtians, that What part of the Earth, ſoever they 


now inhabit, and under whatever: Temporal Go- 
vernment they are plac d, they are yet the Beloved: 
Subjects of a Superiour Power, and under the Reſort 
and Frotection of the King of kings. Others indeed 
might exerciſe Authority over them in His. Name, 


who. 


tative of the Almi 


* 0 — 
n 


_ 1 Hons? of Counons 


who yet belong'd not to the fame City: but What 
they did, could never deprive the Chriſtian of the 
Favour of the Great Emperor, nor hinder him from 
his Great Inheritance. | We want not the Licenſe 
nor Mediation of thoſe Powers to make our Di- 
 firefſes known to our proper Sovereign, or to beg 
His Graces: We Have the liberty afl to reſort directi 
vato Him, and to make out Perſonal Addreſſes to 
his Divine Majeſt 28 
Ale was a great Wiſh our Aj poll made for Agrippe; att 26. 
That He, tho” a King, iboats be ſuch a 17 as 
St. Paul was. And had He been per fined, to 
c fla, and adtnitted into that Fellowſhip « Fl 
had been advanced to a far higher Degree, and more 
advantageous rh * the Imperial Favour 
could 7 But had He been Agerter ſuch 
2 one, and not excepring the Bonds; had he ſtood a 
Priſotier for the fame Cauſe ; he had been then 
certainly in 4 much more Honourable and better- 
Diſtinguiſhed Station, than he 935 in all that Pomp 
that attended him: He had then, inſtead of being 
an Humble Friend of Ce eſars, and an Aſſociate of 
Feftus his Slave, been an Embaſſador and Repreſen- 
y; and his Voice ſpeaking on 
fuch an occaſion, had been indeed, what was blaſ- | 
phemouſſy ſaid of his Father, the Voice of 4 God, and a 12. 22: 
vor the Voice of a Mas. 
80 great is the Satisfaction the Chriſtian may 
juftly take to himſelf from the Honour of this his 
— * : but a greater ariſes yet from his aſſured 
Expectation. Whatever Inconveniences he may at 
= ſaffer, in this his ſtrang Country ; ; Within a 
: white he ſhalf arrive at his Native one: In the 


B 2 : mean 
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and which endures to the ſame Eternit 


and to a Society of that Bliſs, in which God is Happy, 


Such are the Advantages of theſe Citizens, but 
they have too their Duty. For this City has its pecu- 
liar Ordinances and Laws, and obliges all thoſe who 
are Enroll'd of its number to the obſervance of them; 
all of them expreſly engaging themſelves in a ſolemn 


Contract, and Adjur'd to it by the Blood of our 


Saviour. Laws to be obſerv'd under the ſanction of 


a terrible Penalty, as well as of an 3 great 
y 


Reward ; the prevaricating Citizens, not only to be 
difenfranchiz'd and treated as Strangers, but as the 
falſeſt Rebels, and moſt execrable Traitors, Corre- 


ſponding with the Enemies of their Bleſſed Maſter, - 


and loving and ſerving them, more than the Lord 
who bought them. 2 3 
By the Ordinance alſo of our Heavenly King, even 


the Governments of this Earth ſubſiſt; and all theſe 
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WOW 


the Hous k of Commons. 


Statutes of theirs, are ſu — to be Authoriz d by 
his Royal Aſſent and Pleaſure; the ſeveral National 
| Corporations, if I may ſo ſpeak, of Mankind exiſt- 
ing by Grants and Charters from him; and with 


Allowance to make ſuch By-Laws as ſhall not be in- 
Conſiſtent with his Eternal Sanctions. Indeed all 
theſe leſſer Governments, are but as ſo many Eaſtern 


Companies, travelling croſs their Deſarts; and bound 
Home wards, under their Temporary Leaders, and 


Proviſional Ambulatory: Laws; but ſubje& all the 
while tothe Catholick Laws of the Country to which 


they are rerurning, and all of them finally reſponſible 


for the whole Conduct to their Common Natural 
Sovereign: Heathen, or Chriſtian of all Sects, bound 


to ſtand by what knowledge of their Duty they have 
receiv'd, and to anſwer for what they have neg- 
lected; each of them, whatever they have been 
pleas d to ſpeak or act in the progreſs of their Jour- 
ney, concerning the Will and Perſon of their Lord, 


going towards his Preſence to give an account, and 


attending his Righteous pleaſure, 
But further, In the midſt of theſe Temporary King- 


doms, which are by the Sufferance and under the 


Controll of our Lord, he has too begun his Hea- 
venly City here; and on Earth erected a Society of 
his own, with particular Regulation, and under di- 


ſtinct Officers: a Government not to be taken up at 


our pleaſure, nor Modell'd by the Fancies of Men; 
no more to be Form d, in fubſerviency to the Inte- 
reſts of this World, than it was firft Deſign'd for 
them. Other Governments may have been left to 


be regulated, according to the Circumſtances and 


Diſpoſition of the People: but this Political _ , 
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has Chriſt our Lord for its Founder and Legiſlator; 
and no Appointments ate to be follow'd differing 


from thoſe, which he by his Apoſtles has Inſtituted, 
and they by their Writings and Practice have tranſ- 
mitted. To continue theſe Primitive Orders, is the 
Duty of the Officers of the Heavenly City ; and to 
obſerve them, is the Duty of all its Citizens. 


IT. So our Converſation, that is, our Common- 
wealth to which we belong, is in Heaven; and a- 


greeable to that our Citizenſhip (ſhould our Comver/«- 


tion, that is, our Behaviour be. | 1 

And in ſome degree our Converſation and De- 
meanour ſhould be, as if we were in Heaven ; ac- 
cording to the meaſure of our Abilities, as Careful 


and CircumſpeR, as Holy, Reverential and Obedient: 


in as much as we, who are in the Church on Earth, 
are in an outer- Court of Heaven ; within its Verge, 
and under the mmediate and particular Inſpection of 


its Great Lord. 


So ſhould the Earth now become a part of Hea- 
ven, and grow Holy Ground ; having nothing in it, 
as far as lies in us Chriſtians, that is appolite and 
coatrariantto it. For the Earthiy Things in the Con- 
text diſallow'd by the Apoſtle, are not ſo cenſured, 
becauſe they are of this Place, and tranſacted here; 
but becauſe they are done in forgetfulneſa, neglect, 
or defiance of that other Place to which we more 
peculiarly relate: the Earth not being guilty, as 
diſtinct in ſituation from Heaven; bat as far as it 
ſhall be found to be in contradiction to it, and to 
lie in Evil. | 5s Hao 


os 


* 


1 


the Houst of Commons, 


2 


—— — 


— 
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the more it is abttratted and remov'd from the So- 
cieties on Earth: No more than a Pilgrimage from 


our own Land, can carry us ever the nearer to the 


Heavenly City: Tho' ſome have underſtood ſuch re- 
tirements into Privacies or Deſarts, to be the fafeft 


and ſhorteſt way thither. In order to have our Con- 


verſation in Heaven, it is not generally requiſite to 
flie the Converſation of Men; it is frequently not 


only Tnexpedient, but Unlawful : and a Good and 
Uſeful Man, may often be no more allow'd to ſub- 


tract his Company from the World upon that pre- 


tence ; than he is to diſmiſs his Soul from his Body, 


that It may be the ſooner in the better Place. 

Our Converſation is to be yet on Earth, the Sta- 
tion God has affign'd us; and Here it if to be in Hea- 

ven; we living in this mix'd World, as thoſe who 


know that hereafter they ſhall be of a ſeparate un- 


polluted Society. Here therefore we are to Endea- 


vour, what we are bid to Pray, That the Will of God 
may be done on Earth, as it is in Heaven, We not 
indeed imploy'd in the ſame Offices, nor doing it 
altogether in the ſame manner; but betaking our 
ſelves to our part here, as chearfully and as obedi- 


ently as the Angels themſelves diſcharge their Duty: 
We being even now Servants and Subjects as well as 
they ; but of the meaner Station, and remoter 
Attendance. The Angels, as Priefts, wait in 


the Temple upon God's immediate Service: And 
we, as many of the other eme, not yet ſo much 


as arrived to our own Country, are yet looki 


and tending thither ; paying our Duties at a di- 


ſtance, and as we now may; going from ſtrength to 


Arength, 


But our Converſation is not the more in Heaven, 


3 


12 


Sion. LN 


Now here on Earth, we are known to have a 
different Duty of Converſation, in the Threefold Re- 


lation we bear, to God, to aur Neighbours, and to 


our ſelves. And even in theſe regards belonging to 
this World, we are to be influenced by that our Re · 


lation to our City above. 


For, Firſt, Our Demeanour to our Neighbours, 
as they are to live only on the Earth, be they 


fellow-Citizens of Heaven or no; is to be regulated 
by the Laws of Heaven, and is likewiſe enforced 
and cultivated by them. | 


And, Firſt, as it has been premis'd, That when- 
ever the Municipal Law of the Earth interferes with 
the Law of Heaven, or the Manners and Faſhions 


below with the Directions from above; we are then 


to remember our ſelves of the Government to which 
we belong: ſo, on the other hand, the Welfare and 
Peace of this World, is beſt promoted and ſecured 
by our Reſpect to the other; and Juſtice and Duty 
will be paid to Men with the greateſt Exactneſs in 
this Worldly Commonwealth, by thoſe that are of 


the Heavenly. 


For, to begin with Inferiours; The Chriſtian 
Slaves were better Servants even to the Heathens, as 


knowing they ſerved the Lord in them: better Chil - 


dren, as honouring in their Earthly Parents their 


Father in Heaven: better Subjects, as owning their 


Kings for the Miniſters of their God. And on the 
other ſide, the Lord knew himſelf to have « Maſter 


in Heaven; the Father, that he was a Child of God; 


and the Emperor, that he was but a Fellow- 
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Subject. "And ſv were all Offices of ] aſtice, Kind- 


neſs, and Compaſſion, per form'd, even to Stran- 
gers and Aliens from the Heavenly Commonwealth; 


not ſo much for the Reputation and Advantage theſe 


Actions might procure here, as for the Thanks aud 
Reward and Honour they would certainly meet 
with above: as. on the contrary, by any breach of 


theſe Rules of Juſtice, there was not only a Wrong 
done to the Party, but an Offence committed againſt 


the Great King; His Peace was difturb'd, and his 
Authority would interpoſe, and the Outrage was to 
be Anſwer' d at a Higher Court. e e 
A malicious and falſe Accuſation it was, the Jews 
put up againſt our Saviour; as if he had been an 
Enemy to Ceſar : And a no leſs unjuſt Prejudice af. 
ter wards it was, in the mouth of the Heathens; That 
Chriſtianity ſubverted Governments, and was ruinous 
to the Empire. This therefore the Apologiſts en- 


counter d with Great Truth, and Force: and were well 
able to ſhew, That a True Chriſtian was the beſt 


Commonwealths-Man; and that they were the 
more profitable Citizens of Rome, by being Citi- 
zens of their Heavenly Country. For although the 


reateſt Care is ſtill to be taken, of ſecuring to our 
lves our Station in Heaven; and all the Concerns 


and Affairs of the Earth muſt ſeem, in that reſpeQ, 
very Slight, and abſolutely Inconſiderable: yet, even 
of Theſe, a ſufficient, and no leſs Effectual Care 
will be ſtill taken by Thoſe, who moſt regard the 
Intereſts of the Other World. Such a one will as 


his Country here, as they who know no other. If 


_ UNCOT=- 


affectionately and concernedly Deſire the Good of 
admitted to the * he comes clear and 
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lick their Worldly Eſtates, and Temporary Lives; 


uncorrupted from any By-Reſpectd, and wholly 


minds the Publick Welfare: Not indeed ſetting it 


up in Competition with the Kingdom of Heaven, 
and advancing it by the Neglect of thoſe Superior 
Intereſts; the Falſe, and Deſervedly Unſucceſsful 


Method of Humane Policy: But ſuffering no Pri- 


vate Regards to himſelf, to withdraw his Zeal from 
the Common Good. For ſo has God, by his Pro- 
vidence, order d even the Earth, that its Govern- 
ments are generally diſturb'd and ruin'd by the ſame. 
ways; as betray a Neglect, and forfeit all Hopes of 
the Abiding City. By Injuſtice, Breach of Truſt, 
by Oppreſſion, Self Love, and Private Intereſts, by 
Sacrificing their Country to their own Revenge, 
Ambition, or Gain; by the Narrow Spirit of ſuch 


as conſider nothing beyond themſelves, and do not 


behave themſelves like Citizens, no, not of any 
Commonwealth, So little do thoſe who care not 
for the City above, care indeed for any: as they 
will be readieſt, no doubt, to Venture for the Pub- 
who prize them leaſt, ment eur 
There are Noble Examples of the Old Heathens 
Love for their Country, left in the Greek and Roman 
Hiſtories; never Read but with Admiration, and 
highly deſerving to be imitated. Nor is it to be de- 
ny'd, but that this Generous Spirit was cultivated 
in them by peculiar Maximes and Diſcipline ; and 
engag' d by the Inſtitutions of their Religion; which 
{uppos'd their Deities to be Inhabitants among them, 
and Fellow Citizens ; and that they fought for their 
Gods, as well as for their Wives and Children: As 


the Jews too we know were animared fingularly, by 


their 
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their Zeal for the Temple, for the Defence of their 


- But the Chriſtian Religion, tho' not Regardant to 
the Earch, nor fix'd to its Glebe ; is far from being 
wanting in Motives to this Love of a Community, 
but rather more forcibly Obliges to it : thar Great 
and Chief Precept of Charity, by which the D#/c:- 
ples of Chriſt are to be bo; Amply Comprehend- Joh. 13. 35. 
ing, and Nobly Undertaking and Advancing the 
whole Duty. By this we are engag'd, as to Love 
our God, ſo to Love our Neighbour ; to Love or Mat. 22. 39. 
Neighboars, 4s Our ſelves ; to bear one anothers Bur- Gl. C. 2. 
dens; to Deny our ſelves ; not to ſeek our Own; for UE 
the ſake of our Brethren, to bear all things, and to 1 cor. ra. 5, 7. 
Emndure all things. And this Communicative Grace, 
which freely exerts it {elf upon any ſingle Object, 
moſt cheerfully aſſiſts a Multitude; and beftows it 
ſelf ſtil}, with the Greater Zeal, upon the more Ge- 
neral Good. By this the Meaner Men are bound to 
lend their Hands to the Publick, the Rich their Sub- 
ſtance, and the Wiſe their Counſel and Conduct. 
That Counſel I fay and DireQion,which the Plowman 
and Mechanick may not be ſo able to contribute; and 
which the Petty, and the Great, Chapman may make 
a Market of; thoſe whoſe Leiſure, and Plenty, Edu- 
cation, and Experience, have ſet in a due Heighth 
for Proſpect, and above Temptation, are oblig d by their 
Chriſtianity to provide and ſupply; and it is their 
Greateſt Charity. If I ſhould not rather ſay; That thoſe 
ho are Maintainꝰd and Furniſh'd by the Labour and 
Diligence of others, are bound to this Duty, by the Y 
- Equitable Reaſon of their Eafie Tenure: and are in 
Common Juſtice. to be upon the Watch; and » 
HP Gn take 
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take care, that the Countryman and the Artiſan d 
ſecure; and that while they are Intent upon theit 
Work, they be not ſurpriz d by Foreign Craft or 
Force: 4s he that i is fed and cloath'd by a Flock, is 
ſuppos'd to guard it from the Encroachments of 4a 
Treſpaſſer, and the Aſſaults of the Wolf. | 

But as our Citizenſhip of Heaven, qualifies tod 
engages us to maintain this Worldly Converſation on 
Earth; ſo much more does it oblige us, to keep up 
the Spiritual Society of the Church; that by which 
we are join d, not as Men, but as Chriſtians ; notin- 
corporated for the ſmall Comforts and Aſſiſtances of 
this ſhort Lite, but to contribute to our mutual Edifi- 
cation in the Faith, and to promote our Eternal Wel- 
fare, that we may converſe together for ever. The 
Heavenly City commences here, by the preſent 
Communion of the Faithful : And by the Funda- 
mental Charter of this our Incorporation, we are 
ſupposd to have a Right to their Company now, 
1 deſign to be of that Catholick Society here- 
after. 

( 24h, Such ſhould our Converſation be en 
our Neighbour, in virtue of our Heavenly Relation: 
The ſame ſhou d it be towards our ſelves, in the Re- | 
gulation both of our Spirit, and of our Body. _ 

Our Mind not too much affected, with the things 
of this World; neither too much exalted, nor de- 
preſſed by our Converſation here: ſet, and fixd, on 
Things above : eſpecially free from ſuch Paſſions, as 
are unlawful and forbidden, Wrath, Envy, or 
Malice : ſuch Paſhons as cannot be thought to be 
countenanced by Heaven, no more than they can be 
admitted there; Infernal Emotions, and belonging to 
the * of another Place. Our 
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-. Our Body likewiſe to be preſerv'd from all Conta- : 


no. Impurity defile it, nor | Exceſs abuſe it; to be 


kept within the Bounds of . Sobriety, Temperance, 


and Chaſtity. For knew the Soul no other Place, 
than the Earth; it ſhould however make ſome Di- 
tinction between the Inhabitants of it, and uſe 
its Reaſon to be diſcern'd from Brutes. But as it is 
conſcious to it ſelf, that it is of a Spiritual Nature; 


and not at Home, till it comes to the Manſion of 


Spirits; it muſt then likewiſe underſt ind it. ſelf 
bound, to preſerve the Body, its preſent Charge, 
according to the Direction it has received from the 
Holy Spirit. For 'were the Body, after this Life, 
eternally to be left; and were it to periſh with the 
Earth, from whence it was taken; the Soul how- 
ever ought to look to her ſelf, to preſerve her own: 


Dignity, and not to ſuffer the Piece of Earth ſhe 


informs, to tranſgreſs in her Preſence, and under 
her Adminiſtration. But now, when the Soul more- 
over underſtands, that this Body, however vile and 
frail it may appear, is at preſent defign'd for a Ha- 
bitation of the Divine Spirit; and at laſt for an Inha- 
bitant of Heaven; to be her Eternal, and alike Im- 
mortal Companion; ſhe is then to take care, to keep 
it ſomething like a Temple of God now, and fit to 
be made a Glorious Body hereafter ; that our Duſt, 
tho' vile, may be clean and unſpotted, ſuch as God 


may not loath and abhorr, refuſe to take into his 
hands, and to re- faſhion, and condemn to an infi- 


| nitely viler Condition. Fx ai | 18 
Our Souls and our Bodies are of God: not of his 
Workmanſhip only, or ſubject to his Power; but 


reſervd 


* 
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Men may call their Inherent Right, of diſpoſing of 


reſerv'd under his Appointmeats, and — to 
his Service. We belong not to the Earth; nor ate 


our own : reſponſible for the diſhonouring, miſuſing, 
and defacing of our ſelves 3 as much u if we had at. 
tempted on another. 

50 are the Laws of that part of our | Converſation; 
which is more private, and terminates in our ſelves ; 


fully and indiſpenſably obliging, by virtue of our 


Heavenly Polity. And, whereas the other Moral 
Conſiderations, inducin — Fir Temperance and Cha- 
ſtity, which are drawn the Inconvenience and 
Damage of the contrary Vices; may be eaſily either 
eluded, by a pretended Care of otherwiſe ſufficiently 
ſecuring our Vigour of Mind and Body, our Eſtates 
and Families; or rejected, with a Claim, of what 


themſelves as they ſhall pleaſe; and the Laws of this 


Place may not think fit to interpoſe, if the preſent 


Intereſt of the Publick appears not eminently con- 


cern'd: In theſe Caſes, the Conftitutions of the 


Heavenly City, . openly pronounce the Exceſs to be 
in its own nature Criminal, demand peremptorily 
to be obferv'd, and will indulge neither Tolera- 
tion nor Connivance ; ; Excommunicating for Ever 
the Unrepeating Tranſgreſſor, from the Church 
ve. 
(ah,) From this Conſideration oſ. dur — 
{ſhip im Heaven, there reſults a Higher Duty of Con- 
verſation, in reſpect of Gods Holy Perſon; 


As Inhabitants only of this Barth, we owe a Duty 
certainly to the Supreme Lord of i it: And what now 
its ſeveral Princes demand, in right of our Citizen. 
_ _ That is more juſtly to be paid to the 

King 
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King of Kings, whoſe Licutenants they ate, and in | 


whoſe Name they Act. But as we belong yet to 


another World, in which we are Eternally ro Live, 
and under His Immediate Government; capable 


there of the neareft admiſſion, and Higheſt Honours ; 
we are ſtill under a Greater, and indeed infinitely 


Obliged Duty, to this our ſo Gracious peculiar Lord, 


and Everlaſting Maſter. 7 
And if we cannot, without a moſt Criminal Diſ- 
obedience, neglect any of thoſe Commands of his 
which we have mention d, concerning either our 
ſelves or other Men; much leſs ſhould we thoſe, 
that tend immediately to Himſelf, and are directed 
to the Service of his Bleſſed Perſon. If our Com- 
monwealth be Heaven, thither are our Eyes and 
Hearts to be lifted up; our Face forn'd toward that 


City of ours; as the Jens, are ſtill looking towards 


their Jeruſalem. And if God be our King; to Him 
is our Duty inſtantly to be paid, and our Worſhip 
directly addreſs d. We, with the Angels, our Fellow 
Citizens, aſeribing to him Bleſſing, and Honour and 
Glory now, as we may be admitted to do it, in their 
Company hereafter: Joyning our ſelves now in Con- 


Aſſembly ; Worſhipping alſo in ſome ſolemn Por- 
tion of Time, Devoted to his Service, as Dedicated 
to the Holy Eternity we expett; and in Places ſepa - 
rated from the reſt of the Earth, as in , Houſe of 


God, as in the Gate of Heaven. Worthy is our God, Gen. 28. 17. 
to whom we ſhould give all Glory and Honour : to 5 


his Bleſſed Nature it belongs; and to his peculiar 
Subjects, the aſcribing of it appertains. But more 
Eſpecially that Honour and. Glory ought to be aſ- 


gregations before Him, as belonging to that General heb. 12. 


2 Zo 
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ſeribd by Us, which has ſhin'd out upon Us, in his 
Mercy and Goodneſs; and moſt wonderfully, in 
that Inexpreſſibly Gracious Favour, on which the 
Church is now Meditating; and by which we have 
been redeen'd from Death, and admitted to this 
ExpeQation of our Inheritance in Heaven, 
Theſe Praiſes and Thanks are the priacipal Tribute 
God ExaQts from us his Subjects, to be ſeat up to the 
New Jeruſalem. A Tribute to him, to whom Tri- 
5 bute is certainly Due; and to be allow'd to Pay it, is 
| Ht to be admitted to a Heavenly Office here.. 
For we need not to be told that other Duty to him, 
which our Wants, and Infirmities, our Fears of all 
kinds, and our Diſtreſſes here on Earth, of them- 
ſelves ſuggeſt ; that we ſhould apply our ſelves to 
Him, for Remedy and Relief; to Him, our Gra- 
cious Maſter, and Mighty Protector. Tho? neither 
do our Neceſſities more naturally addreſs themſelves 
to him for ſuccour ; than our Allegiance requires, 
that we ſhould own his Government, by thoſe our 
\ Petitions and Appeals. To make our Neceſſities 
known to him, is a mark of our Dependance, and an 
Acknowledgment of his Power: and then to leave 
the Relief and Redreſs to his Good Pleaſure, is an 
Act of Submiſſion to his Providence, and of Reſig- 
nation and Obedience to his Gracious Will: We till 
remembring, that our chiefeſt Intereſt is in Heaven; 
and that, if our preſent want of Earthly Comforts 
is to be recompens'd hereafter, our Prayers have 
been much better Anſwer'd than they might be by 
us Conceiv'd. e 31 SS 9G. Zi 
Between us the now 'Travelling Citizens, and be- 
tween the City to which we tend, God * 
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_ - bliſh'd a Commerce at preſent, and a Correſpon- 
dence he requires. There is to be kept up a kind of 


Familiar Converſation with Heaven: We to repre- 
ſent our Wants, and offer up our Deſires; and God 
anſwering our Petitions, in Grants often for the 
Goods of this Life, but always for thoſe appertain- 
ing to the Better; Thoſe his Choiceſt Gifts, his Gra- 
ces, whereby He makes us acceptable to himſelf, and 
qualifies us for our other Eſtate; making not our 
Body yet, but our Soul ſtill, to be leſs Vile in his 
fight. Aud then thoſe Grants and Anſwers of God 
we are again gratefully to acknowledge, in a Return 
of Thanks and Praiſe. Such a Reciprocal En- 
tercourſe God has conſtituted between Him and us; 
and not to maintain it, is to be inſenſible both of 
the Higheſt Honour and Greateſt Advantage that 
can be vouchſafed us. 0 | 

This our Converſation with God, he is 


and acknowledg'd then it muſt be on our ſide, 
with all poſſible Demonſtration of ReſpeA. Nor is 
it more Sociable towards our Brethren, than it is 
Duriful to our Lord, to make our United and 
more Solemn Appearance before Him ; joining in 
our Prayers, not only for our mutual Aſſiſtance, 

but alſo in our Praiſes and Thanks ; for his Greater 


Honour: that He who is ſo Gracious, as to come 


_ Himſelf, and be in the midſt of us when met 
together; may find ſtill a Company of his Sub- 


to receive and attend him. 


D 8 III. And 


? 


pleas d 
alſo to own; and content it ſhould be Public: 


| kAtsand Servants, a Heavenly Hoſt below, as ready 


I. 
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III. And now, by the Pious Motion of this 
Honourable Aſſembly, is the whole Nation with 
that Solemnity Addreſſing it (elf to this Heavenly 
King : not as to ſome great Foreign Prince, whoſe 
Aſſiſtance and Favour they would crave; againſt 
the Violence and Oppreſſion of a Stranger; but as 
to their Natural Lord, and Liege Sovereign, to 
whoſe Dominion their Enemy too 1s a Subject, and 
whoſe Protection therefore we implore ; That He 
would be pleas'd to interpoſe his Authority, and 
check the Eacroaching Inſolence ; - own his Depen- 
dants, and peculiar Servants, the Depoſitaries of his 
Holy Truth, and Profeſſors of his Purer Worſhip ; 
would appear in their Righteous Quarrel, aſſert his 
Own Sacred Cauſe, and vindicate the Honour of 
His Name. ELD TOP SGH»: | 
Dpon the firſt Appearance of ſuch a threatning 
Danger, it was the Duty of a Chriſtian People, to 
reſort to their Metropolis, and to apply themſelves 
to their Sovereign Lord. Neither was it leſs their 
Wiſdom, and the Reſult of their trueſt Policy, to 
be early in this Preparation; a Preparation the moſt 
Neceſſary, and which will prove our ſecureſt De- 
fence: if we can gain the Favour of the Almighty 
on our part; and He will be entreated, to preſide in 
the Direction of our Counſels, and in the Conduct 
of our Forces. 3 Io ES 
And on this Succour from Above we might with 
Confidence preſume, ifour Converſation with Heaven 
bad been faithfully kept up by us; if it hath not 
been broken off by our Neglect; nay, Heaven it ſelf 
render'd Firſt our Enemy, by our frequent Revolts, 
and continual Contempt of its Juſt Authority. "ID 


4 
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| This then muſt be our greateſt Danger, and chiefly 
to be apprehended: by us: and the earlier therefore 


ftill was this Recourſe to be made, that we might 


timely reconcile our ſelves to our offended Lord; 
with due Submiſſions: and Satisfactions, regain our 


Correſpondence in Heaven; and prevent the Enemy 
on Earth from that great Advantage, not of being 
joyn d by the acceſſion of ſome new Territories, but 
of Acting upon us by Leave, or it may be by Com- 


miſſion, from above; and we not only Unaſſiſted 


thence, and in our turn juſtly Negle&ed, but aban- 


don'd to Him, and given for a Prey. EC 


For confeſs we muſt, that the greater and nearer 


our challenge has been to the City above, the grea- 
ter and more inexcuſable has been the Crime of an 


unſuitable Contradicting Converſation. If the Being 


or Authority, of the Great King has beendeny'd by 
any ; if his Servants and Meſſengers, the Apoſtles, 
have been rejefted ; if the preſent Earthly Deſires 
and Momentany Iutereſts have generally had the 
Preference; in vain ſhall we claim the benefit of 
that Government in our Diſtreſs, which in our Pro- 
ſperity we have diſown'd: rather {ſhould we expect, 
that the Lord ſhould take from us the Profeſſion of 
the Goſpel, that boaſt of our Kingdom, by which 
His has been diſgrac'd; ſhould ſadly teach us bet- 


ter to conſider our Heavenly Country, by bereaving 


us of This; by reducing us to that Condition, which 
others, not more unworthy than our ſelves have 
ſuffer d, of becoming ſuch Strangers and Pilgrims, 
as to go and ſeek another Country on the Earth. + 
They who duely underſtand the Value of this 
Heavenly City, muſt confeſs the Lord to be very 
2 N Gracious, 
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| Gracious, if He ſhall even ſo ſecure It to us: could 
2 People be fo ſtupidly perverſe, as to make that 
the neceſſary Method. Such a Penalty would then 
be but a ſlight Ranſom, and truly an Amercimeat, 
to thoſe who had deſerved more diſmal Effects of 
his juſt Indignation, and had forfeited Life E- 
- ternal. x 8 5 nora 54 $4: 
To reflect on theſe Forfeitures, we may have 
made of our Heavenly Inheritance; and to pray 
the Remiſſion of them; is the known Deſigu of 
this Seaſon : that by the Merits of our Saviour's 
Death, and by our Conformity through Repentance 
to it, for whoſe Memorial we are — preparing; 
we may attain the Reſurrection from the Dead, which 
too, in the Memorial of our Lord's Reſurrection, we are 
after joyfully to recognize. By your Religious Ap- 
pointment, the Conſideration alſo of the Earthly 
Puniſhments, which the ſame Righteous Judge may 
_ inflict, very aptly joins in with this Spiritual Inten- 
tion; and is moſt effectually aſſiſted and pro- 
moted by it. For in both reſpects, our Sins and 
Follies are to be lamented, God's Juſtice to be ac- 
knowledg d, and his Judgments deprecated; and by 
the means of the ſame Repentance only, are we to 
hope for a Releaſe of his Diſpleaſure, and a Reſtitu- 
tion to his Favour, whether in this World, or in the 
World to Come, = £5 0+ 79, 
Our Real Humiliation, and True Repentance, wall 
infallibly reſtore us to the Rights and Privileges of 
our Heavenly City; ſuch is the Goodneſs of God, 
as to give us a certain Aſſurance of that Salvation, 
for which we ſhould be moſt ſollicitous: and it is 
likewiſe the moſt probable Method that — 1 
. | VIS O, 
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| devie'd, of obtaining our Preſervation below. God 


indeed is not pleas'd, and for our Intereſt it is, to 
give us any perfect Aſſurance of this kind; nor is the 
Sincereſt Penitent to promiſe himſelf Stability in 


Worldly Aﬀairs. But as the Almighty is pleas'd in 
the Conſervation and Deſtruction of Empires, to work 
generally by Natural Means: ſo are we to remember, 
that on one hand there is no other better way of 
making a City on Earth Abiding, ſomething like that 
of Heaven, than by keeping the Rules of its Con- 
verſation, and by the obſervance of Religion and 
Vertue; on the other, there is not neither any more 
natural way to the Ruine of any Government, than 
by tranſgreſſing the Laws of Heaven, and when 


Profaneneſs, Injuſtice, and Intemperance ſhall once 


prevail, and become National Crimes. 5 
For ſo are Luxury and Laſciviouſneſs, known well 
to enervate and emaſculate Mens Minds, and to in- 
diſpoſe and diſable them for any ſolid Counſel or 
vigorous Action. Neglect of the Publick plainly 
Gives it up: and undue purſuit of Private advanta- 
ges, expoſes it to Sale. Diviſions and Animoſities, 
make a Breach for the Enemy to Enter: and if they 
increaſe not his Numbers, diſconcert and diminiſ 
our own. Forgetfulneſs, or Denial of God, his Pro- 
vidence, and Judgments to come, undermine all 


ſteady foundations of Probity and Fidelity, by which 


any Nation muſt ſtand: rendring without Force 


and abſolutely Null all the Laws, that can be made, 


by Yours or any other Human Authority: as Indif- 


' ference for the Truths and Articles, and for the 


Communion and Fellowſhip of Chriſtianity, ſhould 


it continue, muſt at laſt Subvert the Proteſtant. Re- 
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ligion ; and in the Judgm ent of God and Man, | 
— it a Reformation for ſuch a People, to turn 
Rennie: ũũ a Fore es 279 r; 
Theſe are the Ways to the Deſtruction of any 
Church or Nation; certain Cauſes of God's juſt Dil- 
pleaſure, and as effectual Inftruments of his Re- 
venge. For it cannot be expected that he ſhould be 
Oblig'd by ſuch a Courſe, to exert his extraordinary 
Power, and to reſtrain the Natural Tendency ; but 
ther provoked to haſten the approaching Event, 
and to precipitate the impending Ruine. EI, 
For the Preventing ſuch Fatal Conſequences we 
are now met before God ; and by the Humble Con- 
feſſion of our Iniquities, and acknowledgment of 
our Deſerts, and by Vows of Amendment, have I 
hope made way for the Almighty, with Honour to 
undertake our Cauſe, and with ſafety to his Eter- 
nal Rules to become our Protector. May he give 
us Grace to perform theſe Vows now made in our 
Diſtreſs; and to ſtand to the Contract of Obedi- 
ence, we have Solemaly renew'd. This if He 
Grants, will be the moſt Signal and the moſt Indu- 
bitable mark of the Divine Favour ; the moſt Hope- 
ful Pledge of his Defence here, and an unqueſtion - 
able Aſſurance of our Happineſs hereafter. 5 
Let us therefore all take care for our Preſent and 
our Future Safety, that our Converſation be in all 
Reſpects, as ſhall be Agreeable to our Heavenly 
City: that by our Behaviour, our Religion may be 
diſcern'd ; and our Hopes and ExpeQations appear by 
our Actions: We Living in this World, as if we really 
Believ'd Another; and not placing our higheſt Sati(- 
faction here in Gratifications of the Body, or in ſuch 
Tower 
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power or Honour as the Earth can conferr. Our 


Converſation to be as in the way, the way to our 
Native, our Better Country: and for our ſure Di- 
rection, Heaven to be ſtill in our Bye; and we 


never to loſe the Sight of it, however the Earth 


with all its Mountains may offer to interpoſe. 
This Proſpect, in time of Worldly Proſperity, to 


be our Reſtraint; and in Adverſity and Tribula- 


tion, our great Support: till thorough this ſhort 


Vale, if not of Miſery, yet of Vanity, we arrive 


at laſt to that Everlaſting State of True Happineſs 


and Joy. For which may God of his Mercy pre- 


pare us now, and to it hereafter bring us, by the 


Merits of our Lord, and the Afliſtance of the Holy 


Spirit. 
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